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UNION BOSSES’ NUCLEAR SI1TCHUP 



I n a move which has sparked contro¬ 
versy in green and progressive groups, 
Britain’s krgest union has signed a 
^preferred bidder’ agreement for nuclear 
power provision, effectively sealing its 
position as a supporting actor for the 
industry. 

Unite, the newly-merged union formed 
from Amicus and the TGWU, have 
signed a joint statement with Atomic 
Energy of Canada Limited (ACEL) which 
would sec the company aiming to employ 
70-80% British workers should it win 
major construction projects. 

The announcement suggested that up 
to 10,000 jobs could be created in the 
UK through the deal, if a full programine 
of nuclear power station building is given 
the go-ahead by the government. 

Unite’s agreement represents the 
culmination of a lengthy pro-nuclear 
campaign which hs^ seen substantial 
umon dues thrown into pushing for 
nuclear powei; something which has 
angered green campaigners. 

A spokesperson for environmental 
campaign group Greenpeace told 
Freedom: “If you look at the alternatives, 
solar, wind etc., they are going to create 
jobs as welL We reckon that even looking 
at offshore wind farms, if they were to 
provide 30% of electricity by 2020 it 
would create 76,000 new jobs. 

“Nuclear power stations are so 
expensive we may only be able to get a 
couple running by 2020, but renewables 
can be done now, and will be encourag- 
ing employment. To be honest, they’ve 


nailed their coburs to the wrong mast.” 

Amicus, the GMB and the TGWU, all 
of which have employees in the industry, 
have come down firmly on the side of 
nuclear power over the last two years, 
stating that the move will secure 
energ)^ supplies and produce minimal 
CO 2 emissions, 

A spokesperson for Amicus said^ “A 
new generation of power stations will 
mean thousands of skilled jobs. We 
aren’t opposed to renewables and we 
think more needs to be done to develop 
ne^v technology but there doesn’t seem 
to be much keen-ness from companies. 
So we support green as part of a wider 
strategy,” 

In a statennent alongside the agreement. 
Amicus called for a new generation of 
nuclear power as part of an energ)'^ 
policy which should, according to the 
uTiion, also include invesemencs in ckati 
coal technology in order to reduce 
carbon emissions, to “ensure security 
of supply and keep energy costs down 
for consumers and employers”. 

The move comes as a new report is 
brought out suggesting that the UK 
could be made all-but carbon free and 
produce an excess of electricity with 
the next 20 years, if a series of major 
changes were carried out which excluded 
both fossil fuels and nuclear power in 
favour of an integrated network of 
community power supplies connected 
to a direct-curreor link to areas where 
green power potential could be best 
exploited. 


The report, from the Centre for 
Alternative Technology, suggests that 
using existing technologies, particularly 
decentralised power production and 
new storage methods for electricity, 
was brought out on 9th July and 
would, it claims, see power replace 
gas as the main source of energy in 
the UK. 


While an early preview from writer 
George Monbiot has mentioned this 
may be optimistic, it largely explodes 
the theory that nuclear power is 
inevitable. When coupled with similar 
plans in Europe and the possibilitv’ of 
using both Scandinavian and Saharan 
environments to supplement the extra, 
Monbiot claims this would effectively 


clear any deficits, and wipe out excess 
CO 2 production. 

However with the state, big business 
and three of the UK’s biggest unions 
are all onside with nuclear power; 
green groups are fighting a difficult 
battle to force the great and the good 
into movement. Autonomous change 
may be die only change. 





POSTAL STRIKE SOLID 


L ast month saw the first national 
postal strike for eleven years as 
Communication Workers Union 
members struck for 24 hours against a 
below inflation pay rise and threatened 
job cuts. Over three-quarters of the 
membership backed the stoppage in a 
ballot. 

Across the country the strike was 
solid with over 130,000 workers taking 
action shytting mail centres, halting 
deliveries and closing Royal Mail offices. 
Counter staff also took action in protest 
at the low pay offei; effectively a pay 
cut with inflation running at 4.5%. In 
many areas postal workers ignored the 
law on picketing. At Brighton and 
Coventry, for example, there were over 
forty strikers on picket lines at 4am, 
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rather than the six ‘allowed’ by the 
government, 

A union membex explained the reasons 
behind the dispute to website libcom.org: 
“Royal Mail want to implement a cost- 
cutting business plan that will cut 
40,000 jobs, cut our pay and pensions, 
as well as see bikes in stamp prices, fewer 
collections, later deliveries, reductions 
in weekend service and more ptjst office 
closures. They’re doing this l>ecause the 
profitable bits of the business - like 
business bulk mail - have been opened 
up to competition, but the private 
companies pass the mail over to us hir 
the less profitable ‘final mile’ delivery 
and the Royal Mail is trying make up 
the profits by cutting service levels and 
our terras and conditions.” 

Workers are angry after being told 
that the post office couldi^’t afford to 
increase their 2.5% pay offer despite 
giving Royal Mail boss Alan Leighton 
a whopping 20% bonus a year, taking 
his salary to around a million pounds. 
The basic pay for a postal worker Is 
just £323 a week. 

Workers are also concerned with 


health and safety issues with pressure 
to carry heavy loads and proposed 
changes to the way that they are paid 
and changes to shift systems. Funda¬ 
mentally the dispute is about the post 
office seeking to maximise exploitation 
of their workforce, “They want a ‘hire 
and fire’ workforce" a striking postal 
worker from Brighton explained, “with 
more teinporary, part-time and agency 
workers they c‘an just lay off when it’s 
quiet, which means no guarantee whar 
your pay’s going to be one week tn 
the next. And we’re not going to stand 
flir itr 

irarther strikes are ex|>ccted. As we 
go to press, the next strike day was 
announced as 12tli-I3tb July, 

• 11ie number of working days lost 
through strikes soared last year 
according to official statistics. Tot a I 
days lost in 2006 rose from 157,400 
m 2005 10 754,500 witli 80% of 
stoppages in the public sector- Much 
of this can be attributed to national 
strikes in that year against attacks on 
public sector pensions. 


OIYMPIC 

F ollowing glowing endorsements of 
China’s preparation for the Olympic 
games from the International 
Olympic Commission, reports of 
ongoing repression against the general 
public have prompted strong criticism 
of the People’s Republic, 

The Commission continues to declare 
itself fully confident that Cliina is organis¬ 
ing the event well, despite ongoing 
brutahties against thousands of people 
across the Eastern regions and reports 
that millions have been unhomed by the 
bnikling process for the games. 

The expression of confidence ignores 
the Commission’s own dealings with 
Beijing, in which an improvemeiu to 
human rights activity had supposedly 
been promised as part of the deal allow¬ 
ing the games to go ahead there. In 
April 2001 Liu Jingmin, Vice President 
of tile Beijing 2008 Olympic Games Biel 
Committee said: “By allowing Beijing 
to host the Games you will help the 
development of human rights," 

Jacques Rogge, president of the 
Inteniational Olympic Committee said 
a year later: “Wc are convinced that 


DREAMS 

the Olympic Games will improve the 
human rights record in China,” 
Amnesty Internarional has strongly 
criticised Beijing for keeping labour and 
human rights activists imprisoned for 
political purposes, pointing to a number 
of pro-democracy activists who have 
been kept in prison for decades for 
organising again si the regime. 

Bur the detention of pro-western 
political figures is only the tip of the 
iceberg. Groups across the country 
fighting for better working conditions 
or to defend their homes have come 
under sustained attack. 

Transitory workers from the west of 
the country have been hardest hit in 
recent years, with incidents such as one 
reported earlier this month, where 300 
people striking over unpaid wages w'ere 
l^eaten by armed paramilitaries, becoming 
more frequent as inequality deepens in 
the country. 

Free trade unions are barred in the 
country, and the use of forced labour 
is widespread while labour activists 
continue to be attacked and 
imprisoned. 
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Home and away 


EDO acquittal \ 

Two anti-war actix-ists who scaled the ; 
well-trodden roof of Brighton arm^ , 

dealen: EDO MBM for a rooftop | 

occupation have been acquitted on a i 
charge of Aggravated Trespass by ^ 

Brighton magistrates* Last August I 

during the Isracl/Lcbanon conflict they • 
hung a banner h?om EDO^s roof reading 
‘16 Children Killed In Qana. Lebanon. 
EDO ProSts From Murder". | 

Tbc District Judge refused to consider 
arguments showing links between the 
ctHnpan>' and w'ar crimes but found that 
the two mtrepid edificeers could not 
have beard police w-amtngs to come ! 
down from ti^e tool and did not bdao-e 
tbei'^d intended to disrupt the operation . 
of the factory. 5^>e said that the occupa- I 
rion w^s dearly a pyHierty stunt 
dcripned to attract media attention and 
had been ^-ery' successful bt doing so, J 
haring gained internarional coverage 
in the UK^ France, Germany, the USA \ 
and even Iran. fWcU done, lads!) ^ 

Selmen Strike 

PCS u< cc 3 l ‘c s cm^oyod by two Siemens ; 
companies have delivered an over- r 
v^hdbning vote to take strike aerion 
over pay. In a ballot ivbjch asked two 
questions members voted by 72% to 
take strike action 'mth S6% s^riiig 
diey were prepared to take action 
^korz of a strike. This followed pay 
offers of 3% from the compjany which 
are sijrofScantiy below- inflation and 
would lead to a cut in living standards 
Jot «ome of the lowest paid employees 
in dbe Tunki^iation^l company. \ 

PtOTfer job tosses 

Nearly ^00 jobs are ex pected to be 
lost in a series of factory dosures by 
Premier Foods. 

The oo t a pa ny, which is dosing rix 
feKToties. aims to make total savings of 
£ll3m by integrating two of its recent 
aoqtdsitions icro the main company. 

Two factories in Mancbes:ter arc to 
dose; ak>ag wkh four more in Bristol, 
Ledbury in Herefordshire, Middkwich 
in Chcdiue; and Readings The company 
said rf would tnvesr “signiBcantiy^ in 
five other foctoiies. 

f 

NUT on march 

A major trade union in die UK has j 
lead a march on a Govermnent 
Ministry in London to protest agaiost 
plans by dhe Bnrti^ anthodties to axe 
sootes of TOcbcrs fiom Jamaica and 
other countries. 

The NatJonaJ Unjoo of Teachers | 

(NUT) Ofganised the event as pan of a 
major lobbying effort aimed at ' 

preventiog hundrock of Jamakan | 

teachers from losing they jobs as die 
end of the academic yesjL 

Teachers who were reenmad from 
the CommonweaMi have been told ] 

that they' will lose their jobs in August | 
if they have not gauicd Quahfied I 

Teacher Status. i 

I 

What a guy 

The UK"s largest healdi union, Unrion, 
has welcomed the appoOTtment of Alan 
Johnson as Health S ecreta ry as "some- 
ooe we can do business wttb". 

The union has recently moved to co¬ 
ordinate any strike action from Local 
Govenwnent workras and NHS workers 
as pan of a %oad firont’ to defend pay 
and Sght cues to public service*. 

Alan Johnson, an cx-umon boss noted 
for his derotkxi to Bbinte pohd^ was 
the roan tesponrible for pusUng tuition 
fees through the hou^ of oQironoi^ a^ 
has a rqpucotkM as a inil^ 
of foundation hos|tieals. 


Around the world 


AUSTRALIA: Earlier this month a US- 
Australian wargamc exercise off the 
Great Barrier Reef, Queensland, was 
halted by a w-hite whale. 

Hundreds of campaigners under the 
frame Peace Convergence had held a 
non-riolent protest in the region the 
week before, w-ith some taking direct 
action and en tering the test area, 
evading capture for day-s. But then 
alorig came Migaloo, who forced a 
miJitan' fctreat. Nearly 30,000 US 
and Australian nwlitarv' personnel, 

“with 120 aircraft and 30 warships 
including nuclear aircraft carriers 
and submarines, were involved m 
Exendse Talisman Sabre, near 
Reckhamptonu but the sortars used in 
this kind of vrarfore are known to kill 
whales and dolphins, as well as other 
fish and turtles. 

The International 'Whaling Commis¬ 
sion condemned the use of sonar in the 
Gtesit Barrier Reef marine park last 
montJi, citing the lethal effects of the 
low frequency sonar used by military 
submarines on marine mammals, which 
causes them to panic, surface too 
quickly, suffer the bends with some¬ 
times lethal consequences. 

COLOMBIA: A new Amnesty report 
says paramiUtaries arc still operating 
and colluding with the security forces 
to eliminate and intimidate union 
members. 

Although the number of unionists 
killed has fallen since the recent hand¬ 
over of AUC guns, last year saw 77 trade 
unionists killed or ^disappeared". 

Since 1991, some 2J.4S members of 
trade unions have been kilied, 
threatened and more than 130 have 
‘d^ppeared'j according to figures from 
Colombia’s National Trade Union 
School. 

Trade unionists involved in labour 
disputes and campaigiis against 
privatisation are particularly targeted. 
Amnesty’s report says. 


In related nc\\'s, relatives of 22 people 
killed by Colombian paramilitaries 
have filed a US civil damages lawsuit 
against the Chiquita banana company 
after it admitted paying off violent 
guciriila groups. 

The rictims died between 1997 and 
2004 in the banana-grovk-ing region of 
Uraba in northwestern Colombia. 

In a March agreement w'ith the US 
Justice Department, Chiquita Brands 
IntemationaJ Inc. agreed to pay a $25 
million fine to settle a criminal 
complaint accusing it of paying the 
AUC more than $1.7 million ffom 
1997 to 2004. 

FRANCE; Undocumented workers at 
the fast food chain in Paris occupied 
the Buffalo Grill in Viry-Chatillon 
after being sacked and reported to the 
authorities. 

The migrants, mostly of African or%iru 
many with years of employment at the 
chain, face expulsion firom the France 
of Nicolas Sarko^ to their country of 
origin. 

Last year; a popular immigrant 
Buffalo Grill worker announced Ms 
candidacy for workplace representation 
elections. In FebrtJary 2007, his insular 
employment status was ‘anonymouslyr 
reported to the police, who proceeded 
to inspect th<^empioyni^t papers of 
the Cham's mdf5"^an 600 foreigh^ 
workers. Four were fired and others 
pressured to resign. 

FRANCE; A spate of suicides amongst 
workers at French car plants reflects 
the fact that large numbers of workers 
are being driven to take their own 
lives by workplace stresses. 

In France there are 300^00 suiddes 
a y^ur directiy attributable to woriking 
conditions according to Christian 
Larose, vioe-preskient of the social and 
economic coirndl of the CGT Roughly 
one worker is killing him/herself a day 
because of the job that they have. 


The first two workers killed them¬ 
selves at their workplace, the third at 
home, leaving a note blaming workplace 
stress. The company has announced an 
internal inquiry. 

PAKISTAN: Hungry victims of the 
monsoon-spawned Ooods in south¬ 
western Pakistan rioted Friday, protesting 
slow, meagre aid reaching their 
marooned villages where many feared 
the receding waters would yield 
numerous bodies. 

Police fired tear gas and shots into 
the air but failed to disperse a crowd 
of several thousand villagers who 
broke into and ransacked the mayors 
office in this city in southwestern 
Pakistan ringed by floodwaters. 

The widespread flooding struck after 
Cyclone Yemyin dumped torrential 
rains on the area Tuesday. 

Protesters said they had waded through 
chest-deep water from outlying areas 
to voice their anger about the dearth 
of relief aid. Only packets of biscuits 
and bottles of water had been received, 
they said. 

‘'Every family is looking for one or 
two members. They are all missing," 
said Chaker Baloth, who walked more 
than 25 miles through the night to 
readh tMs dty of some 150;,0qD, Others , 
feared they w^ould never sec their 
missing family members againV 

The government said the official 
death toll in BalucMstan province was 
14, with more than 24 missing, although 
local media reported much higher 
numbers. 

Farqooq Ahmed Khan, head of the 
National Disaster Management 
Authority, said accurate figures were 
not available because of widespread 
communications disruptions in the 
stricken areas. 

Khan told reporters in Islamabad 
that the military had rescued about 
1,600 people, inciuding 600 fishermen 
in the Arabian Sea. 


Military helicopters continued to drop 
relief supplies, but many of the more 
than 300,000 people Mt by monsoon 
flooding in southwest Pakistan appeared 
to have received little or nothing. 

SOUTH AFRICA: The Zabala^a 
Anarchist Communist Federation 
(ZACF) of South Africa and Swaziland 
has expressed concern over the 
pinning of racist pro-Boer actions on 
‘racist anarchists". 

Ri^t-wingers in the South African 
town of Potchefstroom removed street- 
signs with the names of liberation 
figures and replaced them with those 
of Boer leaders. But the Porch City 
Council attributed the actions to 
”racist anarchists’". 

In a statement, ZACF wrotei “We 
presume that Mohau is simply 
politically naive in putting about his 
mistaken attribution of these acts of 
vandalism. Howevei; his comments 
have the unfortunate effect of 
besmirching the good name of the 
small, but active anarchist movement 
in southern Africa.'" 

The ZACF wishes to point our that 
the first trade unions for people of 
colour in southern Africa, the Industrial 
Workers of Afirica founded in 1917 and 
the Indian Workers Industrial Union 
founded in -were esroblisfied for 
anarchist-syndicafists of aff cofours' 
including Thomas William ‘Bill" Thibecfi 
(who later became a communist), 
Bernard Sigamoaey, Andrew- Dunbar 
and Johnny Gomas. 

“Anti-racism has always been and 
remains a fundamental ethic of the 
anarchist movement. Today, foe ZACF, 
engages in constructive educational 
work, both within South African 
townships as well as within the pro- 
democracy movements of Sivaziland 
and Zimbabw-e. Other anarchists are 
similarly involved in progressive 
projects that make no distinction of 
genden colour or creed." 


Prison news 


JohnBcwden 

The 3 Sth June is foe Second Internaikmal 
Day of Solidarity vmh John Bowden and 
varioQS actioos are bring organised: 

• London TVre will be a solidarity 
pKker of the Parole Board HQ at 
Grtnafoer Boose, 99-105 Hofseferry 
Road, SW1P 20D, from 12,30 to 
Zpro, Brwag placards and banners. 

• fjfoifounfo A soljKUriry pKkei of foe 
Scottiiih Pariitammi from 3pm. B«ng 
placard* and banrim. 

• Br^fosoo card-ttgning» tetter-writing 
and acceis to a telephone provMird 
by Brighton ABC, from 12 noon 
until 5.30pm at the Cowfey Onb, 12 
Ijondon Road, 

• Leedi solidaninr acnom plus a get- 
toficther to wgn wnte lettem, 
etc„ from noon thromfo foe afiertiooo 
at The Common Place. 

For more information on John Bowden 
and details of actions viwt myspacf, 
<x?mffrieijdsoJffohnbowden 
In June, Jdin Bowden wrote: ‘‘On 
foe 29th May, less than a week after a 
deroonstratiot) staged oufside jdbr Sooctisfi 


ParlianKut tn protest at my crcatment, 
foe administxation at Casde Hundy 
Open Prison ... hurriedly held a *casc 
management meeting to decide on a 
strategy of neutralising further protests 
on my behalf and prolonging my time 
in prison on less obviously vindictive 
and politically motivated grounds. 

Hw meetJng, held at GlenocMl high 
oecurtty prison, where I'm currently 
be^ng held, was attended by an array 
of prison service employed social 
workers, psychtdoRists and governors, 
and chaired by the Depury <iovemot 
of Castie Humly Pnson. Jaunes McKay. 

No^me at foe meeting dissented from 
foe Ytew of McKay that althou^ my 
stay m maximum security should be 
prt^ooged and uatended to negatively 
infiuence foe decision of a Parole Board 
hearing to coouder mr iriwe in August, 
m terms of trying to nuBjfy further 
protests on my behalf and adverse 
optition of the pfwon system it w« no 
longer expedient to maintam the lie 
that my rerooval from an open iail had 

been as a result of mv contact with a 

■ - 


‘terrorist group on the outside ... 

The public protestations of the group 
coocertied. Anarchist Black Cross, a 
perfectly legitimate and non-violent 
prisoner support group, now rendered 
the lie untenable. 

A fortnight after the meeting 1 was 
informed by a senior member of staff 
at GlenochtI that... I would remain in 
high security- conditions to be ‘psycho¬ 
logically risk-assessed* instead. In fact, 

I had already been ‘risk-assessed' by a 
senior forensic psychologist in 2003 and 
Kb opinion was that 1 presented abso- 
tuoriy no danger or rbk to foe puNic and 
should be transferred to an open prison 
in preparation for complete release,.. 

The solidarity shown towards me by 
supponers on the outside has produced 
cracks and diviriom ui foe ranks of 
prison officialdom, and Audrey Faik, die 
Go'wior of GlmochiL Has now broken 
rack and insrited that the inexorable 
intet^sdkfttioci of protest tm my behalf 
be defused by returning me to an open 
prison. On the rock of solidarity foeir 
wave of repression is being broken and 


f there Ls now a mood of desperation 
characterising their attempts to keep 
the cell door clo;^ on me. 

I In the face of their deceit and 
inhuman attempts to deny me freedom 
after 25 years in prison my defiance 
remains implacable and unyielding, and 
I will continue to fight their vidous 
abuse of power as lY-e done for the 
last quarter of a century. In the words 
of the Uruguayan poet and writer 
Eduardo Galeano, ‘We are as small as 
the fear wx feel, and as big as the 
enemy we choose','^ 

ABC Scotland 

The first meeting to form an Anarchist 
Black cross group in Scotiand was held 
on 7fo July at the Autonomous Centre 
of Edinburgh. 

A Hog has been set up So help people 
gee in touch at abcscotlaud.wordpress. 
com with a draft proposal tor foe new 
group, which has been sec up in part 
inspired by foe solidarity work seen 
«ound the John Bowden case. 

Mark Barnsley te away 



























News 


Public Private stitchup 

Rob Ray follows up two years on from the last time Metronet got 
itself into trouble, and finds nothing has improved 
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T roubled Public/Pfivaje Parmcrihip 
tPP?) compaay Merrooct hai ftled 
for aji Extraordinary Ro 
following of pressure froan 

London Underground, ro mves^gare 
how ii has accrued up to £ 2 bn in 
ex c els cosUi. 

Tfte company is in severe nnancial 
scrai^ics after loan companies refused 
to gjve them any more money, junking 
their credh status. 

In calling a review; Mccronct is 
aricmpai^ to daim £lbn ^om Transport 
for London (TfL), rhe stare body which 
regulates the rail system, to help pay 
for fis Tube renewal work. Further costs 
couid be claimed from other secdons of 
me group iaxer in the year; also thought 
to total around £lbn. 

Metronet accuse TfL of eCTcctively 
shifting the goalposts by demanding 
moee improvements but not putting in 
extra money to cover mem. T£L 
ssos^y deny this, and on rhe contrary 
have argued thar the company is 
emfre/y responsible ibr rhe overruns, 

^ ^ js owned by iia suppliers. 

ToDsporr for London may end up 
juvmg to foot me bill even if they win 
the case, wsih bosses at oie infm- 
semeture company threatening to 
walk away and kavc TlL with the 
habttiiaca. 

Metronet has come under sustained 
cnticiaarL smec n took over the coniracr 
to renew London s undeigtound services 
from a rwige of sources, including 
u n jOfts , watchdog^ the mayor V office, 
.mo Ttaj^port for London. 

Tun CHook, maroging dtrecior of 
I .eindon Undetground, said: 
bdicvc M^ooct has not penbrmed m 
un anc emc^cm manner nand 


chat Its bnancial position is a result of 
it and its shareholders niilure to properly 
plan, manage and execute iis maintenance 
and renewal activities."' 

In the most recent repon: on 
Metroner from the PPP .Arbiter 
organisaboa set up to monitor its 
progress, it was found diar die two arms 
of the company had between them 
remrbished just 14 of the 35 siadons 
they had been expected to have 
completed at this point, and 34.&km 
of surface rail replacement, againsi 
45,1 km agreed in the contract. 

In deep tube reconditioning, the 
results have been even worse, completing 
less than half of the IS.7km of 
contracted work, 

Howevei; according to the PP? 
.^biien as of March 200fi costs bad 
come in substantially on target, meaning 
the money has been spent, but with less 
to show for it. It was found that the 
standards which would be expected of 
a "benchmark operator" have not 
been /nef, with the work done so far 
being "poorly delivered^. 

In a statement, the arbiter said: 
"Keicher Metronet BCV nor Metronet 
SSL has carried out its activities, over 
the period from 4Eh April 2003 to 31st 
March 2006 as a whole, in an overall 
efficieni and ceonomk manner and in 
accordance with Good Industry 
Practice." 

The company was also strongly 
criticised for failing to put in a full and 
frank report of its buying process, despite 
fcpcatcd requests and substantial 
warning. 

Toe repon echoes findings from two 
years ago on Metronet's performance, 
reported on by freedom m 2005- Thar 


I . 


year Jr was found thar the company 
had fallen up a year behind schedule 
while simulianeoudy overspending. 

The scandal uncovered was thar 
Metronet, part-owned by cons^uction 
concracting giant Balfour Beattie, had 
been buying substantiai services from 
its patent company ai above-odds 


' prices, and receiving poorly-funded 
work in return. Payment ro its 
investors meanwhile was double what 
it should be. 

Unions have called for the sector no 
be re-privatlsed following the latest 
" problems, saying that cost overruns 
1 while shareholders are sbh taking 


j pronts out of the business, followed by 
I requests for the state ro bail out the 
I problem, show the weaknesses of the 
I PPP project. 

1 Rumours have surged howev^er that 
ocher companies are already holding 
I informal calks to cake over shouid 
1 Metronet go into admin Lstra cion. 


GEQf^GE MELLY, 1S27-20O7: One of the most eolourful charaeters ever to be associated with anarchian 
Jazz star, writOf, comedian and eniertainer George Melly has died. "I still support its principles: dont 
Interfere with people, let them get on with it, let them leam to live together, let them feam ro love 
each other * 
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Same old Brown policies 


n Cordon 

^own wowd DC on tor of 
woTiOAg peopk need look no 
furcttcr tTwin ms new c.*i3uncc ior the 
answer. The head vi cor Ci2i • 
the nosAcai' uniun, D^y Jones is now 
M iniiJfT for Trade Industry, Johcs, 
who refused to tne Litnour peay 
and won't even say whetner nc voted 
Labour m the hwt ek at cm, one id a 
skw of new appomunents iruni 
in positions of power m Brown s 
goveriuneiu. 

Lord Steven* Brown s incnroiiktsocuil 
«ccucvy advisor is di re c t o r of acnongsi 
ocbers LGC Group Hc4du^ and Invxsa 
CaptuJ a company which Corporoie 
peums our ~a an investtnenr 
and legal service;, trrm whscli iasi year 
ri y;* bniish industry, 
when Condon Brown himvcif closed a 
tax loophole that they were u^ng". 

Seevciuk and Jones ate lomed by Shoo 
Vadeta^ the new fariiamoMary Under 
Soociaiy of Scale in the 
£ae Xoteenabonal I>evckpcn^ 
spent foutnocn year^ at UBS ^df^arbueg, 

. hr^prihf mohed 


m pfivaubauofl acroaa the globe. There 
la anoefaer prrvdmiiiuytj hnk m the Brown 
i^vernnscnr, hir AUu West the S^uriiy 
M4rus<cr chairs a company calkd 
; <;^a:oQ's Pir^moc Advisory Board. Wcsi 
pUyed a CTuCCd purr m privatiaUig rhe 
i t^nia £klicnce Evalua^^ 

' iUaearen Agency ^ QineoQ 

energy. Jeremy Heywooa, who wa^ 

, Managing f> i rB a 4 j f suid o^head ttf 
M4a(gan Manky froni Occcinher 
and now BrownV head uf 'dctfueaue 
pcihey and sirawgy'. 

Nose of these poci^ were ever 
ctond. No one has voied lor them yei 
iBey are iak^ up positions uf pu^wer 
chat wUt tnfliieoce the way we bye. 

Brown's govemnieae isoue ^Itvniiyityl 
I coirporate oiurfMs. P^ipsy Jcyaps wK^ 
' opposes workers'rigm to omc - once 
caikng on the governns^rit lo 'face 
down* the umoos, said on i^ppoiAunenc 
: Uwi "business and wealth creation 
' should be at thf heart of government 
j pobey*. 

'[ John Hnnon the new busmesa 
J enterprise auniuer itunny they don't 
bayr r wmkiep^* ne^ )j|id 


Mass deportations 


I last sveek that the govermaenc would 
1 be "aggressively pro^busmess". This 
I means m addition to the appointments 
j like Jones bringing in business advisors 
I like Alan Sugaq whose company has 
I large public sector contracts and JF 
( Gamier of OUxoSmithKhne who lives 

I 

m America and does not pay any taxes 
i here. 

’ As anarchists we argue mat people 
i need to be allowed lo lake conirid oi 
: fiieir own live*. We argue hM' real 
\ demoaacy (*id the snam that leads to 
unekcied busmessmeo who make 
niMney our oJ die state running tfie 
governtueiit. It is alniosi a >%ike that 
i some non hke Jones who isti'i a 
rnembor oi the Labour party and 
didn't even vote tor them is now a 
Lanouf minwren The tronbbe is the 
lOke IS on us, 

IStcomatg 


T housands of Congolese refugees 
are to be deported from the as 
pan of a crackdown on chose 
m 'irregular siruadons* - with the 
Congo pledging to round up everyone 
sent back. 

briush ambassador Andy Sparks 
annonneed at the end of Last mocuh 
that up to 4^000 people could be 
flown back to the war^tom republic, 
despite wariuags from human nghtik 
grtiups that the area is highly unsafe, 
Congolese officials have said they 
will hold and identify everyone sent 
back, leading fo fears chat cebigces 
l4Ce severe reprisals from the stare- 
tn an interview with Radio Okapi, a 
progressive radio station bused m the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Ruphin Kilimpimpi, the legal adviser 
for the Directoratc^knerai of 
migrations iDGMj said; "To make it 
possible out country to accomodate m 
dignity these compatriors, there arc 
precoikiiiioiis. Tbc nrst pwcondinon h 
IS the idcnnikation." 

The move comes as France and 


^ mass deportations of Congolese, with 
: 177 people anciOuaoed to be deponed 
‘ in May by the Dutch ambassador, 

: Pvofessor Mwahila Tshiyembe, 

I president of the Fcderarion of the 
I Cot>gokse of Frarwc said that it is not 
I fhc nKunent to expel the Congolese 
] Uving abroad, IV country which has 
I just left several years from wai; does 
not have means of dealing with those 
expelled, he explained. 

In the UK, a wntcr from the Congo 
Support Project said.- "People are seiU 
dying as a result of conxlkt, and 
human nghts violactoas> killings of 
Civilians and recruitment of chikl 
‘ viddietsi continue. Deportees arc 
; handed over to dw securicy servicai, 
and d they arc waiwcd by the 
autboritks they are immodbtdy 
detained and brought to prisons 
wberc they can easily dk within a 
year; due to bearings, totiurc and lack 
of food-*- 

The giorip held a demoostrarion 
the deporcaikNDis on 3rd July. 


Amiietdani m,ikT similar 


ahmuJ Jar moffi 
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ASIO watches 


Freedom looks into underhand tactics from the fast-growing 
Australian secret state 


S from the Australiari Sccunt;.^ 
11 friteUigeace Orgaoisarion have 
been caught out attempting to 
recruit a student activist to spy on 
students, anarchists and socialist 
groups for them. 

Daniel Jones, leader of the University 
of Sydney Students Representative 
Council, was approached and offered 
amnesty over chaiges against him related 
to his activities at a G20 summit in 
Melbourne, in return for mformation 
about a number of groups he had 
contact with. 

An operative Imown as *AJbmed* 
approached Jones early last month and 
asked him to provide tegular information 
saying his organisation could “help 
with^ charges laid during student 
protests last year. 

The agent, who said he was attached 
to 3^3^ Wales Polke, also ofrered 
money in- excS^ge fbr-fur^er mole 
work, specifically looking to fold out 
more about upcoming protests at the 
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
{APEC) forum this September 

Ahmed had a substantial amount of 
information on Joi^^ own feelings 
towards other political groups he had 
worked with on the protests, and 
attempted to use this to his advantage* 
The information seems to have been 
largely gadbered through monitoring of 
an e-list frequented by Jones, 

When contacted by Australian media 
groups, neither ‘Ahmed’ nor New South 
Wales Police were prepared to talk on 
the subject* 

Specific mformation was requested 


on anarchist collective Mutiny, who 
bring out a monthly newsletter in New- 
South Wales, along with on the 
International Socialist Oxganisation, 
Solidarity, and Resistance groups. 

Mutiny is thought to have become a 
target after it published an open letter 
on anarchist newswire A^infos to try 
and convince groups coalescing around 
the APEC forum not to condemn people 
caught up in fighting with the police. 

The recruitment effort follows a series 
of raids at Sydney University by anti- 
terrorism squads in mid-March^ which 
saw five homes ransacked and photo¬ 
graphed by police in connection with 
the G20 protests, 

A number of serious charges were 
laid against the five people arrested, 
including Jones, Aggravated burglary, 
conduct endangering a person, riot, 
affray^ unlawful assembly and crirnmal 
damage were aH on the list. 

While socialist groups have decried 
the state's excessive monitoring, anarchist 
groups have tended to note that state 
monitoring of open websites and 
debate should be assmned. <^dy, on 
his blog ‘slackbastard’, reiterated that 
few new tactics have emerged in recent 
mondis, but the willingness to use them 
openly may have changed. He wrote;^ 
“What may be considered ‘new’ is the 
I ffgal and political context in which these 
activities are now taking place, and the 
attempt to align militant protest with 
terrorism with all that implies for those 
deemed to be engaged in ‘politically- 
motivated violence’.” 

Highly controversial changes to the 



LOCKDGWft The Pan American Ganr>es began on 13th June in RiO de Janeiro. The Games have not brought 
only parties and sport to the city, but security forces as well Over 20 civilians have been shot dead as 
part of the crackdown, designed to make the area 'safe • for athletes and audiences, according to local 
iridyrnedia reports* 


anti-terror laws made in the aftermath 
of the destruction of the twin towers 
have given ASIO substantially more 
powers. 

The most controversial measure saw 
the Australian Security Intelligence 
Organisation given the power to detain 
people suspected of having information 
relating to ‘terrorism' offences and to 
force them to provide such informatioiL 


Warrants from a prescribed authority 
can authorise detention for a total of 
seven days and ASIO can apply for 
further warrants after a detainee’s release* 
ASIO can demand membership lists, 
diaries, mobile phones and tap into 
people’s computers either internally or 
from outside. 

ASlO’s capabilities to exercise such 
powers have also improved dramatically 


in recent years. The intelligence agency's 
budget for 2()05\06 w-as Sl81,099m 
compared to $l42*449m in 2004\05. It 
is set to grow to $233*059m this year. 

In its annual roundup of activities, 
ASIO states that it “Continued to make 
a valuable contribution tO countering 
the efforts of foreign states that seek 
to intimidate people in Australia who 
they see as dissidents”. 


Above the Law 


I n 1992 the National Security Archive 
made a request under the Freedom 
of Infonnation Aa for details of CIA 
activity both inside {which is ilk^) and 
outside the United States, 

At the end of June 2007 nearly 700 
pages were released to the public via the 
National Security Archive, although some 
10% of the material supplied was still 
censored. 

The documents detail state-sponsored 
terrorism in the form of assassination 
plots against foreign leaders like Fidel 
Castro (for which the Mafia was hired), 
Patrice Lumumba (of the Congo - in an 
attempt to poison him). General Rafael 
Trujillo {dictator of the Pominican 
Republic) and General Rene Schneider 
{the Chilean army commander)* 
Although these original attempts 
were not all successful, some men were 
subsequenily murdered - thus achieving 
the GIA goals although the QA has 
always denied mvolvement, US 
journalists including Michael Getleiv 
then of the Washington jPosf, and 
columiust Jack Anderson and his team 


of investigative reporters were among 
the many wiretapped. 

From the 1970s activistSj civil rights 
and anti-Vietnam war protesters were 
amcfljgst 10,000 citizens who were spied 
upon and routinely followed and on 
whom CIA files were kept and 300,000 
were listed^ mail between the United 
States and China and the Soviet Union 
was intercepted; mind- and behaviour- 
altering drugs, like LSD, were adminis¬ 
tered to members of the public without 
their knowledge or agreement. 

For example, these documents contain 
a memo detailing QA experiments with 
drugs that American drug companies 
had rejected* In the case of MX^ULTRA, 
civilians in the United States were givcti 
substances injeaed with plutonium in 
order to observe their effects as possible 
‘truth serum’s and ways to obtain 
control over ‘enemy agents'. 

“These are the top QA officers all 
going into the confessional and say ing, 
‘For^ve me father, for 1 have sinned’,” 
said Thomas Blanton, director of the 
private National Security Archive, 


The current director of the QA, 
Michael Hayden, could only comment, 
“Most of it is unflattering, but it is the 
CIA^ history.” 

It's also illegal; the National Security 
Act of 1947 explicitly gave the agency 
no (police) powers., and it implicitly 
prohibited the agency from carrying 
out such activities inside the United 
States* 

But - as several other developments 
at the same time show - the Bush 
regime is continumg the tradition of 
acting above the law: also in June the 
White House refused to comply with a 
subpoena to irmkc documents pertaining 
to the recent firing of anomeys 
available. 

John Prados of the National Security 
Archive say$, “Today’s activities late 
much more extensive than those of the 
1970s], in terms of the scale in which 
we're carrying these things out and, in 
some senses, the sinister activities and 
techniques that we've so blithely 
resorted to.” 

I Louis Furltier 


DRC conflict 


A fter the first democratic elections 
in 40 years in 200^ and the end 
of a decade of brutal civil war, the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 
remains unstable, corrupt, and desper¬ 
ately poor. Hundreds died in violence 
in Bas-Congo and Kinshasa earlier this 
year and urban unrest and gangsterism 
is on the rise according to a new Amn^ty 
International report. 

War began in 199S and is estimated 
to have led to over three million deaths 
and rwo-and-a-haJf million people dis¬ 
placed, After President Mobuto’s over¬ 
throw in 1997 neighbouring countries 
became involved. 

The DRG is estimated to hold 12% 
of the world's copper and almost half 
the worid'^ cobalt, usexl in mobile phones^ 
as well as uranium, colombo-tantalite, 
diamonds, gold, and rimben Katanga 
province alone has proven reserves 
valued at $300 billion. 

In June, a military court m DRC 
acquitted three former employees of 
Auscralkn-based Anvil Mining Ltd of 
complicity in war crimes- Anvfi Minirig'ls 


Dikulushi mine was the first in the DRC 
to enjoy World Bank badcing and in 
2005 they were issued with a guaramee 
for $133 million despite concerns raised 
over their human rights record. Other 
corporations profiting from the situatioD 
mclude Anglo-American, Ashanti Gold. 
Barclays, Bayeg and De Beers. 

In 2003, as part of the peace process, 
DRC was pledged $3.9 biUipn by the 
Paris Club and given a debt reduction 
of 80% . These transactions appear 
to be a concession granted by Kabib’s 
backers, in the US, France and Belgium, 
to facilitate greater corporate 
exploitation. 

The World Bank subsequently 
arranged privatisation of the state- 
owned diamond and mining Gompaiues 
and renegotiation of all .existing mining 
and forestry cpnlracts* The resulting 
deals lor maior corporations including 
Freeport McMoian account for 75% of 
the state's mineral assets. Remuneration 
iti these contracts, at 1.5% to 2% of 
net Saks revfetiues, is a tench of usual 
practice. 
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Feature 


A bunch of dirty Libcommies 


Wayne Foster interviews John Stevens, a founder member and one 
of the ‘committee of ten’ who run the highly successful libcom.org 


L ibcom.org i$ a constantly 
expanding online resource 
that seeks to promote working 
class sdf-organisation throijgh 
publishing news, thcoreTical 
texts and historical articles. 
In the last yean site traffic 
has risen from 40^000 visits per month 
to over 100,000 and there are now 
2,^00 active users* The site contains 
over 7,000 artides ranging from brief 
reports to full books and has recently 
seen a major upgrade. 


Wayne: Why did you dedde to set up 
and deuote so mitd^ energy to an 
oniine TeaOufee? 

John: I think we reflected on our 
previous political activity and our 
cxpcricnocs of the anarchist movement, 
"^e looked at the sneengths and weak¬ 
nesses o/ wfjar peopic were to do. 

cons/dered ir in the context of 
Qui* ^tuation. We had to find a form 
of activin^ that was appropriate in the 
UK in the 21st century at a time of 
low dass struggle. 

Wre very ojnsdous that most of Our 
generation have no experience of 
collective stnigde. The most basic ideas 
of solidarity which were coimoonpJace 
20 years ago, such as not crossir^ picket 
lines, are largely xinknown to young 
workers today. 

So we think ii\ important to get out 
all the information we can about 
workers' strugglesj to let people know- 
that in the past and present workers 
have struggled to coUccttvdy improve 
their lives. 

We decided our time would be best 
^pent in '‘propaganda* activities - that 
is, getting out and sharing information, 
news, and libertarian communist ideas. 
(It should be noted that people in the 
libcom group are Lnyolved indrviduaJly 
in other activities and other political 
groups like the Solidarity Federation, 
Antifa, etc) 

Some of us tried print publishing but 
we became frustrated with the nature 
of the medium. ‘With online publishing 
we could slash tunning costs, attract a 
massively increased readership, remove 
the pressure of deadUiocs and allow all 
content TO remain published permanently. 
Using the web also means that people 
who might never sec an anarchist 
publication can stumble across articles 
on our sire we get 60,000 search 
engine pefertals a month- 
We have content directed in two 
directions. Firstly, and most importantly, 
at working people generally; secondly 
at people who would identify as 
political radicals, activists, socialists 
or anarchists- 

Fpr these aims the rite is split intb 
different areas. "We have specially 
forma tred content where aU 
attkfes meet a strict style guide- Id the 
^ news, thought, otgaitbe and history 
sections all artiefe ans under 2,000 


w^ords and are aimed at the educated 
layperson. 

Our second set of content areas is 
direaed mainly at politicos, and includes 
the library and the forums. These have 
much less stringent guidelines, and in 
the libraty articles are mciuded as 
written, vrithout extra clarificatiQn. 

Our broad hope is that in some small 
way w*e can let people know that 
collective struggle and solidarity arc 
not dead, that these things still go on, 
that workers can and have improved 
their lives and conditions by collective 
direct action. 

Tbis distmetion seems to ini/oli/e 
tapsing back into an actiinst mentality^ 
where rem>lutionary actmfy centres on 
converting peopU to an ideology. 

1 would disagree chis because for 
/ those of us in the libcom group, the 
website is our collective activfts' but 
we engage in activities ontside of it 
which we would also consider to be 
part of our 'revolutionary activity’. 

On ‘activism’, Td like to clarify the 
terms, A dktionaxy definition of activism 
is ‘'The use of direct, often confron¬ 
tational action, such as a demonstration 
Or strike, in opposition to or support 
of a cause". This is fine. 

What we want to avoid is the situation 
where people become obsessed with 
‘doing something’, even if what they 
are doing is useless. We can’t create 
mass struggle out of nothing, and we 
don’t support ‘activist-ism’ which is 
undertaking elitest small group ^ons 
for their own sake. 

Our news and history articles don't 
end, like so many anarchist texts, with 
the words ‘and that’s why you shoukl 
be an anardtist'. They outline events, 
explain a particular issue as it affects 
workers, descril^ what workers 
attempted to do about it, and consider 
if they satxeeded or failed , and what 
lessons Other workers can gain from 
the experience. 

That said we don't attempt to hide 
our politics by pretending we’re not 
really revolutionaries or communists in 
order to be populist. 

Ubcom has a ttarr<^er potiHeal 
position than other online resources, 
certainly compared io Indymedia, 
a-infos or infoshop . Why did you 
refect thd ^Hdutral independent 
reportmg’' approach to take a specific 
ideohgicai positionf 
Panly our site is narrower than 
Indymedia simply because it is smaUen 
the pooi of contributors in particular 
is fat smaller. But yes we do have 
welUdcftncd political ideas* and a 
high feycl of political agreement 
within our collective. We believe in 
oar ideas so we want to propapee 
them. At the same time we do not 
want pur site to help air ideas which 
yfe think ape counter-prei^^ to 
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building working class power. 

We are not proponents of ‘big tent' 
anarchism, especially when we would 
have to share a tent with misantliropic 
anti-sociaJs, paedophiles, end-of-the- 
world primitivist cuJtlsts, etc* We also 
wished to avoid the problems a lot of 
open publishing sites have with rubbish 
posted to them like paranoiac conspiracy 
theories, anti-Semitic Islamist articles, 
Zionist propagandla, ‘national anarchism’ 
and ‘libertarian’ capitalism and other 
assorted shite. 

But we’re a young coHcctiye, all in 
our wly to mld-lOs, we certainly don’t 
think we have all the answers. We have 
a veiy high level of agreement, but 
there arc issues we’re still discussing 
internally to some extent. Mostly the 
role of political organisations, anti¬ 
fascism, syndics listn and the nature of 
the unions* 

Yo« say you*ue tried to avoid 
p^etuating political activity detached 
from everyday life. How have you 
gone about thisf 

I think a lot of people can end up 
emulating the first set of anarchists 
they come across. You decide yo.u!te 
ko anarchic, then you meet some,s^ 
what they do and figure that's what 
you should do too* Most of us fell into 
this trap when we first became involved 
in anarchist politics. 

Partly due to their better use of new 
technolo^cs like the net, the activist- 
istn wing pf the movement had a Much 


higher profile than the social anarchist 
wring. Iri particular the world’s biggest 
Anglophone site* infoshop.org, pkvs a 
big pait in defining the anarchism-as^ 
a-hobby approach* and this is very 
different feom anarchism as a method 
and tendency for improving our 
everyday lives, Wt think we have helped 
reverse this. Because we are the biggest 
anarchist website in the UK, lots of 
English-speaking anarchists looking to 
find out more Or get in touch vvith 
others wifi nqw do so via our rite- 

You^ve been involved with this profect 
for several years now., what have been 
the hi^lights for youl^^ 

Well, the main one has to be our 
coverage of the scruples against the 
CPE employment law' the French 
govemiment attempted to introduce 
which would have aUpwed bosses to 
sack workers under 26 fer no reason * 
We had the most comprehensive 
coverage of this struggle available (in 
English) anywhere in the world and 
featured in the Guardian^ Washbig^n 
BBC, and other places. 

When some people w^ent to a picket 
at a refuse workers strike in London 
that they read about on our forum% 
they saw that.one of the strikers had 
printed a history of another strike oJF 
bin workers io Brighton from out- ^fe 
and taken k to distribute to his co- 
workers. 

^e’ye also got in fejoch wi a 
nmnber of p4^pfe ™ otitforanKS that 


n-e would probably have never met in 
real life, which has been great, 
particularly a few people from Turkey, 
Japan, Egypt and Israel. An interview 
we did with one of our group, a 
former sex-texten was top Of google 
for *scx text’ for eighteen montiis 
which was quite impressive! 

Another member of our group is a 
university student, who has seen texts 
on libcom given on his course reading 
fist, including articles on Hungary '56 
and even our whole race archive, Wc 
have heard of threads on our fomms 
being widely read, and even being 
printed and discussed at meetings 
which Was good to heat 

Current ongoing discussions in our 
forums about disputes in the public 
sector amongst postal worker^ NHSL 
local government and cbtil service staff 
ha^ also been a highlight for me* and 
very much reflect what we want 
libcom to become, 

TSe answers in thisInterview represent John’s 
personal opinion. White thefinished interview 
has been approved by tfte test of tie ^p. 
ft doesn’t necessarily reflect thefrideas in 
their totally. 

Ubcorp’S annual hostirig boste:£l.O0O. They 
fund this by their rnernbeishlp dnfes arid from 
donations Ifeinu^and^:^^^ ^ 

2007 they want to pubfidse hirther. 
and a small donadon can heh? ihe^ continue 
and etpand their proJecL in order to donate 
■ipfease.gP to mrcoMotgrnotes^don^ 
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Anarchism 

Anarchists work towards a society of 
mutual aid and voluntary co-operation. 
We rejea government^ and all forms 
of exploitation and domination. 

Freedom Press is an independent 
anarchist publisher, founded in 1886. 
Besides this news pa pet; which comes 
out every two weeks, we produce books 
on all aspects of anarchist theory and 
practice - see our website for a full list. 

In our building in East l.ondon we am 
Britain’s biggest anarchist bookshop 
and host the Autonomy Club meeting 
room and the Freedom Hacklab open- 
access IT space. 

Our aim is to explain anarchism 
more wadely and to show chat people 
can work together and use direct 
action to practically improve our lives 
and build a better world. 

Freedom’s editors wish to present a 
broad range of anarchist thought, and 
as such the views expressed in the paper 
are those of the individual contributors 
and nor necessarily those of the 
editorial collective. 

Angel Alley 

One thing w^hich has been noticeable, 
and w^eicome, in the last year or so has 
been the level of Improvement much of 
the anarchist press has seen, both in 
looks and, to a certain extent, content. 

A rimely Direct Action hit the shops, 
with one of its best covers in years and 
what seems to be an improved direction. 
Industrial Worker^ the newspaper of 
the IWW, has been conducting surveys 
of how its content is impacting and 
asking what people think of their new 
look. Newsletters meanw'hile are 
becoming more numerous, and with 
online publishing are gening a wider 
audience than ever before. 

Online too, with groups like libcom 
adding to the loveably chaotic Indymedia, 
blogging and viedomaking becoming 
ever easier; Freedom is standing along' 
side more friendly faces than ever before. 

However; this growth should not be 
taken out of context, k is rejected in a 
more general growth across the country, 
and world, of communication. If any¬ 
thing, it is even easier to be sidelined as 
individual publications in this morass. 

Hence the importance nor only of 
writing the good word, but of 
spreading if... 

Contact details 

Freedom Press, 84b Whitechapel High 
Street, London FI 7QX 
Td/faxt 020 7247 9249 
w w w. freed o m press.org- uk 
Eni^ut nes: info<^frecdomprcss.org.uk 
Copy/Letiers: copy®'freedom press.org. uk 
Subscnptionst subsfe'frccdompress.org,uk 
B ookshop * s hop®^ freedom press .org.uk 
freedom Press Dtstribution; 
d i stro#free d o m press-org. u k 

Next issue 

The next issue will be dated 28rh July 
2007 and the last day to get copy to 
us for that issue will he Thursday 
19th July. Send anicles to us by email 
to copy@freedompress.org.uk or by 
post addressed to The Editors, 
Freedom, B4b Whitechapel High 
Street, London El 7QX. 


utopian 

(Euro)Visions? 

Good to see Dave Douglass writing in 
Freedom - Pit Sense Verstfs the State 
(Phoenix Press, 1994), after all, is a 
touchstone for class-struggle anarchism, 
and I'll always be interested in what he 
has to say. Appreciated the crack on 
Terry Wogan’s xenophobia, too (2nd 
June issue), but it was a little disconcert¬ 
ing to then read the suggestions for a 
more participatory Eurovision Song 
Contest. Sadly, Dave's inclusive non¬ 
competitive ^international folk and 
rack concert'’ would leave not only me, 
bur many millions, out in the cold. 

1 daresay there was no intention to 
exclude soul, reggae, R&B, bhangra 
and hip-hop, for example. 'Rock’ was 
presumably meant to imply something 
like ‘popular music in general’ (minus 
the purely commercial). Trouble is, 
thanks to ‘progressive’ media like the 
NMF and stars such as Eric Clapton, 
Lou Reed, David Bowie and Morrissey 
(among many others), as well as 
official cultural institutions and music 
corporations, the dominant ideology 
of pop lionises folk and rock as serious 
and authendc. Other contemporary 
formations (along with their exponents, 
especially chose marked ‘black’ and/or 
‘working class’) tend to be dismissed 
as frivolous, degraded, corrupt and 
dangerous - until they can be incorpora¬ 
ted and later safely relegated to a 
mythical golden age and retrospectively 
respected after all. The upshot being, 
therefore, that those at the sharp end 
now, marginalised and srigmacised (and 
worse) by such bullshit, know exaaly 
what ‘rock’ means from their perspective. 
Consequently, it quite easily follows 
that ships pass in the night... 

It just goes to show how otherwise 
irrelevant, harmless variations in every¬ 
day expression can become loaded with 
whole different realms of connotations, 
depending on your position and 
experience. Plus weTe all prone to 
minor unthinking lapses from time to 
rime (1 certainly am, anyway), whereas 
wankers like Wogan leak whoppers like 
colanders. Yet while we don’t want to 
quibble over trivial distinctions and 
nit-picking recriminations, this does 
seem a frustratingly tricky kind of 
subject to tackle publicly without 
being sidetracked by clashes of taste 
or having to wade through all that 
right-on PC crap. And that's even 
before wider discourses are taken into 
account, such as the current vogue for 
misconceiving ‘racism’ as merely a 
problem of white working class 
ignorance, conveniently overlooking 


how situations arc set up and mani¬ 
pulated to start with, in particular 
historical contexts and with certain 
interests at stake. Then, hey presto, the 
only apparent solutions are either out¬ 
right denial or spurious debates gloating 
over, humiliating and hammering anti¬ 
social culprits (as in the recent Big 
Brother debacles). Still, without the 
myriad forms of low-level implicit 
bias, explicit prejudice wouldn’t 
succeed in dividing us - and the Wogan 
piece just happened to include what 
looks like a hint of the former while 
forcefully exposing the latter. 

Tom Jennings 

The Lives of 
Others 

Tom Jennings fascinating review of 
the Oscar winning film The Lives of 
Others in Freedom (16th June) is too 
systematic and consequently misses a 
vital point. The point is the Stasi secret 
police agent Gerd Wiesler may be of 
an “arid authoritarian character” who 
is “one sad nasW bastard”, but the 
film shows him to be a sincere bastard. 
Though Mr Jennings may well be a 
postmodernist to whom sincerity and 
good faith are not relevant it seems to 
me in terms of this film and perhaps 
our understanding of the nature of 
Totalitarian regimes it is very important. 

It is dear from the beginning that 
Stasi Captain Wiesler believes in the 
virtue of what he is doing as a means 
of promoting ‘socialism’ and protecting 
it from what Jennings might call 
“arrogant pricks (like, perhaps in the 
film, Georg Dreyman) making good 
an”. This is contrasted with the 
attitude of Wiesler’s bosses (both in 
the Stasi and East German Party) who 
lack his sincerity. As Jennings suggests 
this film is a portrayal of corruption. 
By corruption here I mean betrayal of 
the ideals of state socialism, and the 
films shows how members of the 
apparatus betray the ideals of state 
socialism in the interests of career 
advancement and personal gratification. 

Wiesler comes to be aware of the bad 
faith of his superiors and is transformed 
in the course of a just over two hour 
film in much the same way as the hero 
in Ken Loach’s film Land and freedom 
on the Spanish Civil War had his mind 
changed by events and he ripped up 
his communist party card. This is 
difficult to portray because as Bertold 
Brecht pointed out people don’t change 
at that rate in real life. 

Jennings says “there is no record of 
any Stasi man ever behaving like this 
[Gerd Wiesler]” and that his “unlikely 


redemption is a.s nauseating as it is 
disingenuous”. Interestingly those 
anarchist critics of last year’s Spanish 
film Salvador Puig Antich^ the young 
anarchist executed by garrotte in the 
1970s, also questioned the authenridty 
of his being befriended by a prison 
warder in one of Franco’s jails. Yet we 
know that George Orwfell, when a 
member of the then illegalised POUM 
on the run from the communist 
authorities in Barcelona in 1937, was 
met with praise and a handshake when 
he confessed his ‘illegal’ allegiance to 
a senior official (see Homage to 
Catalonia). Similarly recently a former 
senior manager, Alan Wainwright 
from Mold in Wales, has exposed the 
blacklist operating in the British 
building trade on a blog on the internet 
and the Department of Trade Ac 
Industry has just begun an inquiry 
into it. Moreover, Stuan Christie, in 
his latest autobiography Granny made 
me an Anarchist., writes of 1975 when 
he and his companera were still living 
in Wimbledon and a police inspector 
called and “advised me that ‘a number 
of people’ were extremely annoyed” 
and "he recommended that E would 
be well advised to get out of town...” 
Strange things do happen, and under 
any system of government it is reason¬ 
able to believe that deviance is possible 
within the hierarchy, even among the 
Prussians of East Germany. 

Brian Bamford 

Win from within: 
privatisation 

Experience informs us that privatisation 
is the opposite of everything that 
business and the government view 
purport it to be. In fact the private 
sector is inefficient, with a lack of 
expertise in public service provision, 
being a more expensive w^ay to invest 
due to the existence of shareholders “ 
who expect their dividends, usually 
meaning so called ‘business tycoons’ 
cutting services or reducing their 
quality, lobbying, suing or begging the 
government (that is tax payers) for 
more money. In relation to their own 
ex-publicly employed staff, the 
privateers carry out a determined class 
war, which is dressed up and disguised 
using such terms as reorganising, 
restructuring, downsizing, rightsizing, 
streamlining and modernising. 

All of these are likely to involve or 
lead to erosion of pay and conditions, 
job security, quality of product and 
service, equality at work, union 
representation, pensions, health and 
safety and eventual redundancy. 

Fiotv to fight hack; 

Front load the fight from w hen it is 
first discovered that the government 
are considering privatising your 
industry. T he stronger the fight you 
put up against privatisation before it 
conics in, the better off you’ll be if 
and when you’re actually privatised. 

Uniting with other rank and file 
activists, use your unions democratic 
structures relentlessly to raise the need 
for the union to help build a campaign 
and support your fight against the 
planned privatisation with their vast 
array of resources; researchers, industrial 
and legal experis, printing, press 
officers, sponsored MPs, etc. (all paid 
for by the members!). 

Maximum publicity should be 
aimed for in workplaces, and toward 
the public via national, local and left 
media (newspapers, radio, television) 


The Anarchist 
QuU Booh 

Who SBid 1 s/T/f 0/1 B(! the rmtutienaty van^mds of tfi/s p/anef*? 
find out in frie new Anarchist Quiz Book from freedom Press, compffed 
by Martin Howard and iiiustrated by Paai Petard. 

Some say that if should oof be frie fiijhest priority of a revolutionary 
movement to ask rtse/f obscure Questions, but ifs food fun and if d 
encourages an eryquiring mind to find out more, tban ail the better. 

So agitate, educate and organise, aft in frris very bandy Question 
and answer formail 

Get your copy noiv for X5 (post freoj by mail order from Freedom Press, 

B4b Whitechapel High Street, London £1 7QX (cheque/PO made oof to 
Ffeedom Press) or from wwwJreedompress.orgMk 



and the trade union movement. All 
the aspects of privatisation: erosion of 
service, health and safety; exorbitant 
costs to service users/tax payers, etc., 
as well as impact on the employees 
should be put forward m a firm and 
clear manner. 

Maximum solidarity must be built 
by holding workplace meetings open 
to all workers, regardless of employ¬ 
ment status or union membership, 
and producing leaflets appealing to 
other workers and other union’s 
members, the general public, service 
users and your workplace’s agency 
workers, contractors and temps. 
Everyone possible! 

A fighting programme is needed 
that’s progressive, flexible, and 
controlled by the rank and file 
members, continuously renewing and 
adding to the actions listed above. 
Every means available to stop the 
planned privatisation needs to be used; 
from appealing to employment and 
health and safety^ legislation; to 
mandating shop stewards to negotiate 
with management and using direct 
action. Decision making needs to be 
focused on the membership, as 
ultimately wins are not made through 
negotiation but through industrial 
strength and that means ‘people taking 
action’, or it’s not a credible threat. 
Victory depends on much more than 
your ability to resist privatisation, and 
the reality is you will probably not 
prevent it despite your best efforts. 

Even chough the stiff resistance to the 
tnfrasrrucrure privarisarion of London 
Underground Limited (LULl u/rimacety 
failed, many binding concessions had 
to be accepted by the privatised 
companies, who unlike the state backed 
LUL, are very aware of the financial 
cost of upsetting their militant 
workforce. 

Identify the w'eaknesses within the 
PFI contracts and exploit them to the 
maximum. 

If the privateers get a penalty for 
failing to provide one service, that area, 
by realising their industrial strength, 
can then use this to maximise gains 
for all members across the company. 

Since privatisation in 2003, infra¬ 
structure workers employed by Metronet 
have successfully fought off every 
attack from the company, and have 
outstripped London Underground's 
publicly employed staff in every pay 
rise. 

Resistance is Fertile. 

Anon 

Based on the experiences of a tube track 
worker, RMT activist and Northeast London 
Solidarity Federation affiliate working for 
Metronet. Metronet is the private consortium 
maintaining two thirds of London 
Underground's infrastructure. 

Quiz answers 

1. Abolish Restaurants is an il lustra red 
guide to the daily misery, stress, 
boredom, and alienation of restaurant 
work, as well as the ways in which 
restaurant workers fight against it. It was 
produced by a group called prole.info, 
from whom it can be downloaded. And 
it can be coloured m. 

I. Anar res is .t planet with an anarchist 
society in the novel The Dispossessed by 
Ursula Le Guin. 

J. PScO Seafarers, after the company 
demanded 500 job cuts and cuts in pay. 
The workers held out but were stymied 
by their union, the NUS, blocking 
solidarity action. 

4. The USL Italian Syndicalist Union, by 
militants who disagreed with the CGLX 

nnitrv 
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Tanya Stephens’ new album reinscribes ciass-conscious ethics at 
r^^e’s core. Tom Jennings rides its rhythms 


T anya Stephens' fourth 
album, 

jBfwes, arguably moved 
contemporan’ reggae onto 
a new level - both lyrically, 
with its critical {and self- 
critical) intdligcnce and 
hatred of oppression; and musically in 
oombuiing the passionate lower-class 
panache of the ragga dancehall with 
roots, lovers Kock, and lightei; singer^ 
sor^Titcr insmimentaxion showcasing 
her gorgeous rich contralto. Rebe/Miio« 
{VP Records) is even betten so TU 
suspend my usual overheated over- 
roterpretatiDns and let the artisc speak 
for herself. 

Sure eitough, die opening 'Welcome 
to Ae Rjchelution" sets an agenda for 
present conditions in culture and 
politics '■Came to pass in the days of 
glaring evenihing wrong / That the 
standard for girls became a bra and a 
thong / ^olesomc values like curling 
widi a good book and a bong / Went 
om dK window along w^ making a 
good song / So l say TO you now. 

the Rebdufiioii is urgent / Stand before 
you Tiot as <juecn, but as yonr humble 
servant / Fake leaders claim thrones 
•without building kingdoms / Same as 
Jthemusff bosiness in Km^^ston/ We 
y need to fight for the fomre for our 
S: d augbieis and sons / biscftad you're 
tapping your lirothers, jSghting for 
cnmibs / Snt -we will not be deterred 
by knives or guns / Go teU it on the 
mouritajiu the Kebdutioo has come,” 
Such pfOQOunccmejits are placed 
^ pithily in the history of Bbdt struggle 
in “CaQae A Long Way': “Tell me now 
Makolm, do wt hurt your prkk? / Can 
you hear me Ro^ wa? it worth the 
ride? / Can you see me now Marcijs, 
we're still nor unified / So teU me now 
Mafm^ is this why you died? / So we've 
come along way fiom pkklng.cotton / 
Many never drought they'd live to see 
the day when Bush pkk Kioe / But if 
all you'vir become » aocuthef house 
iiigga, baby f TdJ me, wjas jt wonh aB 
rbe sacrifice? t Os owta my way while 
I tiimb to the top now f Bat be siirc to 
^cch me. if 3 hdJ fiom g^ace / Cause 
heaven forbid if what I chaw should 
reject me / You know I'm gon.ua need 
a warm hlaj^ cmbfaioe f We used to 
fladk guns, psepsue for revoluoof): / W« 
(he only way of grrhng wrong pus rirj^t 
/ Now we difok all otir problems can 
he solved wish stuoofing / And we've 


forgot why wc starred to fight." 

Meanwhile, 'Do You Still Care?'s 
interlocking stories amplifying the 
iraplicadons of prejudice weave together 
the baleful power of dominarivc 
djbcrimJnation - from a wEiite cracker 
offered a liver transplant but whose 
donor is blaek, to justifications for 
war exploiting culture and ideology. 
More controversial in the Caribbean 
context is Stephens’ consistent public 
stand against homophobia: “Bigga was 
hustling on the comen making some 
cash / When he bumped into some beef 
that he had from the past / He watched 
the guns raise and the bullets fly / In 
disbelief as his feiends all lumped in 
their rides f Left him in the gutcen didn’t 
cane if he died / He was rescued by a 
car with plates that said 'Gay Pride’ / 

It would have been fataL the shot in 
your head / They saved your life, thot^ 
you always said 'chi-chi fj dead'.” 

Then, having critiqued organised 
religion's mystificatiems - scathingly in 
'Sunday Morning' and obliquely in 
■You Keep Looking Up' (‘'Don't be 
compelled to look above / Look around 
yon, look with love"), ''Wam Dem' 
muses furiously on ghetto poverty^ and 
desperation — with its video (on the 
-DVD accompanying the album with 
unplugged perfonnances and ineexviews) 
showing a young blood carjacking 
before robbing a pharmacy^, finally 
using the proceeds (an oxygen mask) 
to sve an asrhmatic baby's life: "Things 
bad now but. trust me. them could get 
worse / Unless of course we come 
together and do something first / And 
all die mothers just gwaan pray I Cause 
it go tek a lot more than a politician fe 
save the day / When we actions nuh 
DMrror whar a come from we lips / 
Simply means we must be a nation of 
hypocrites / Politicians come from 
among us;, as for as 1 can see / If somen. 
wrong with them, somen muse wrong 
with we / A we mek them, a we elect 
them, and all the crap them a dish a 
we a take them / So Ids a little insane 
when we start complaining when the 
bullets start mining / When a we a the 
creator B the harm them*” 

This soogTs epilogue chamcceristkally 
reiwrates Stephens' trademark humility 
and humour to heighten and season 
her roost Crenchant insights: “You 
know what? *Mff can't promise you say 
die youths dem a go drop the Berena / 
Hell* roe can’t even ^oini»t you say fn& 



iilfiSM 


a go act better / But one thing's for sure, 
we can mek a effort / And that a die 
l«sc we can do before we Icf earth.” 

Tanya Stephens' Bust three albums 
(JBf^ Tmgs A CuMTiy 1?94; Too Hype, 
1997; Rider^ 1?9S), incidenmUy.. 
were among the best - and most 
pleasurably barbed - of the ob^ne 
'slackness' subgenre popularised back 
in the day by YeUowman aad Shabba 
Ranks*. Here again several tracks 
explore the pragmatics of sexual reb- 
tions, emphasbing womanise strength 
and autonomy and emotional and 
sensual directness and honesty — with 
no pofidcally correct pieties and the 
sharpest tongue and most hilarious wit 
ever put on wax on the subject. The 
lyrics of 'Spilt Milk' give a characteristic 
taste: “You're spilt milk, no use crying 
over you f Ir's only natural that a rogue 
will do what a rogue will do / And 
besides goodbye there's really nothing 


left to say / Cause if you never spilled, 
then you woulda gone sour anyway / 

... Swearing Td be lost without you, 
but it was your loss / Tm not even 
angry any more / Tve mopped bigger 
messes than you up ofi my floor / You’re 
just another chore.” 

This tale of love's disappointment 
concludes upbeat: “I'll find a better 
wood; the forest Ml up of trees”. But 
whether expressing lust, anget affection, 
bitterness or sympathy for ^weto men 
and women; luxuri^ing in pleasure or 
Lamenting bek of fulfilment; these 
personal narratives reliably correlate 
- naturally, unpretentiously and. 
apparently, effortlessly - with wider 
levels of analysis too. 

Nevertheless it'ii rather early, on the 
strength of two albums, to compare 
her significance for this era with Bob 
Marley's previously. She certainly has 
high-profile suppott (induding leading 


I Bobo DJs such as Slzzla and industry 
j heavyweights like Dr Dre); howevcp 
Kehehttion^^ sonic backdrop does 
occasionally sound somewhat anodyne 
(in searching for crossover appeal?), 
and a decided dearth of dub-friendly 
beats behind the down-to-earth lyrical 
populism risks losing touch with the 
grass-roots?. However: if the musical 
progression could match the patten 
Tanya Srephens nay surpass Marley in 
chanting dow-n Babylon - not lease in 
appreciating the complexities of class, 
gender and race with recourse neither 
to righteous mystidsm nor simplistic 
fiiith in better fcadets. 
vrww.ttjn^eunkrpLpn^ 

I L grtady ilttimiuarcd in Oirolvn Goo^r's 
crucial book Sdtutd (MacimUaii. 

( 2004; Dcvkwed in frwdom^ March 

I 2005). 

1 2. Ai also noted in my rrview of Gtfisgsto 
Bines in 'WmoTif, No. 22, ,2005. 



TUs to Digtoad 

directs py Snane MeatJews 

The btm project from the foremost 
^cklfitaatic chronider of contanpotary 
Britam is, unexpectedlji a period picoe 
'^*^dqjictiiig dbc 1?'B3 rlt« of passage of 
.^-JL2-ycar-old Shaun (Tbromo Turgoo«) 

acoundRls coovivuil enough to include 
Jhttiky, a :Bfock bd (Andrew Shim), 
.'^ptinks, Kjd^^e^ New Romantks* 

kkksare 

flen diwupted bv'the arrival rif the 



charismatic Combo (Stephen Graham), 
who has incorporated fascist rhetoric 
picked up in the nick mio a bitrec. 
resentful worldview. Gang membets 
refuting to kowtow melt away, and 
Combo leads tho^ remaluing into 
National Front meetings and increasingly 
malevofeot racist a ttacks - until che 
brutal beating of Milky awakens 
Shaun froiu ihrelldom to this bad 
surrogate dad. 

Based on writer-directof Shane 
h^feadows* own coemorie^ the flaw^less 
;»TK* rlreh'jwfect pevforrnances 


beautifully capture the peer group 
mitigation of adolescent pain 
mctaiTiotphosing into adult conflict. 
Rkhard GrifGn {Freedom^ 21st June) 
ha$ already discusred skinhead clius: 
orieotarion. diversity and ambivalence 
(and In the industriAl town of my 
19705. youth, two-cone adhetend 
included ntiddUt-ckss iwd Jewijih 
Jtids 35 wdl 35 working-class misfiist 
into music and styk; whereas the 
most violent were not neoesEsati^ 
ladst). Howirrei; wJbediiec in saib» 
cufriirm rw 'he TiwTn*jj'ream, 


multiculturalism can merely mask 
rather than undermine prejudice. This 
Is England glimpse.s such compiexity 
before,, iegrettably. bnckfog hastih^ 
away 

The best UK .social realism pains- 
Cftkingly conveys the tc.xtare of 
Gqpedence in.precK dm» and places 
-- btee.k the Tlratdbci^m 

and the Faiklands taniaiblngly 
patal1d>.ug New. Labour and Iraq* 
Howevfet jtist as^ dtss^aoemenc 


























Gutter pres^J.' 


'Aui &SC ua^si^fosee faspect 


No. Any paper which dis$ up 
scandals is a scandal sheet. 


wcj^sjed riie bribery squad for reasons 

of Nduana\Security!! 


by definition 


sipeiuhtis taK money tm bribes, 
to ease tile sale klHins nwclune*. 
foanantiden'KicrdtU: regime 

provides British jobs!! 


OK.so lonyas they provide 

British jobs!!!! 



A Sideways Look 

Demotr^^cy is tht sort of thitig that 
hiardi>^ anyotte ever Sii>3 they're iigairtst, 
with the exception of fascisrs of either 
the secular or religious variety’. It is 
assumed that it is the best way of 
doing things and most people just 
accept it* 

What people rarely do is look at w^hai 
it might mean* There is a difference 
between the political systems of the UK, 
US, etc*, w^hich I shall term ‘Democracy', 
and the idea that the people should 
decide, which I shall term ‘democracy’* 
‘Democracy' requires an imperfect vote 
every few years. It is rare in most 
‘Democracies' to find much difference 
betw'een the parties and what little 
debate there is between them is 
controlled by a media owned by or run 
by an elite whose values arc basically 
the same* I won't pretend there's no 
difference between News International 
and tile BBC, but you'll find both 
equally hostile to any working class 
political organisation. 

We are taught that 'Democracy' is 
the best system from an early age* My 
daughters' school has a School Council, 
whose representatives are elected* We 
are told it is the best way to run things 
and that it is far superior to dictator¬ 
ships, or even worse, ‘communism'. 
Many column inches are devoted in 
the press to its crisis, as fewer and 
fewer people botlier to vote, especially 
the young. Perhaps the young are 
learning by example. The School 
Council recently discussed new 
playground equipment and decided 
they wanted it to be the brightly 
coloured metal framed stuff* This was 
a sensible decision, as the current 
wooden “framed equipment gives the 
children splinters, and any new wood 
wouldn't be looked after in the future. 
However, their view counted as one 
vote in the ballot the parents’* 
association held* A.nd so did each of 
the parents who filled m a form! As 
you can probably guess, the middle 
class parents were more likely to do 
this, and more likely to want wood for 
aesthetic (and eco) reasons rather than 
practical ones. It's nor that the 
children’s views didn't count, they just 
weren’t important* 

The reason that ‘Democracj*' and 
‘democracy' are conflated is clear - it 
suits those in power to pretend chat 
we aJl have a say. If that were so, then 
why does that say stop the minute you 
start work or go to school? Why is it 
that Gordon Brown cares more about 
what Rupert Murdoch has to say than 
you or 1? In the last general election, 
many inner city areas had a turn out of 
less than 50%* Local elections are 
lucky to see half that. Fewer than one 
in eight eleaors in the Borough of 
Lewisham voted for Executive Mayor 
Steve Bullock - and he gets paid over 
£70,000 a year for it! 

Most people want what's implied in 
‘democracy’ - a say over what goes on 
in their lives. Unfortunately, ‘Democracy’ 
is effectively synonymous with capital¬ 
ism, under which w^hat people want 


will alw^ays be secondary to what the 
markets dictate* 

Svartfrosk 

Imagine if... 

Des Browne .MP w'as looking at his 
xwo cabinet briefs, the Ministry of 
Defence, and Scotland. At first glance 
they seemed to have little in common. 
He looked up at his chief aide with a 
questioning eye. 

“What am 1 supposed to do with 
this? Is Gordon trying to tdl me 
something?” 

His aide shrugged, never the talkative 
one, and laid a couple of early papers 
on his desk. Blaring out across the 
pages - ‘Recruitment crisis in the 
army!* 

He grimaced. Tlie latest statistics 
*shewed personnel was down to 
98,000 - around 5,800 people short. 
People simply weren’t joining up any 
more, and who could blame them? 

The MoD was stuck in a cycle of 
having to send out people more and 
more often to continue shooting 
increasingly well-armed Iraqis, so 
more people were buying their way 
our, meaning extra shortages..^ Des 
couldn't think of a way around it, 
other than the dreaded conscription. 

“What a mess” he sighed. “Where 
am 1 going to find people willing to 
join up?” 

His aide nodded, and placed some 
more papers down, this time from 
Scotland. More news, and leader 
articles on how army recruitment in 
poverw stricken areas was up, 
especially in schools. Complaints were 
going in about how the government 
were allegedly targeting the least 
educated and most desperate parts of 
the populace, lying to them about the 
situation and what they could 
expect... Ah* 

Des smiled* “Gordon’s a ruthless 
sod, ril give him that. Get me rhe head 
of defence recruitment on rhe phone, 
we have a 5,S00-squaddie-st£ed hole 
to fill with Scottish kids, and suddenly, 
I appear to be in a perfect position to 
ease the process*” 

media backtab 

Technology for social 

Jndepenclent media, free software 
and open access IT 

Open every day 
frofn 12 noon to Spm 

at Freedom 

84b Whitechapel High Street 

www.hacklab.ors^uk 

The quiz 

1. Who wants to abolish restaurants? 

2. Why is an Australian anarchist 

hookservice called ‘Anarres Books’? 

3* Which group of workers struck for 

16 months in Dover in J 988-9? 

4* What was founded in Modena in 

1912? 

Attswers on page 6 


Film review 

^ page 7 

development, wider socio-cultural 
processes weaving dominam discourses 
into everyday life get lost in rranstation 
into individual perspective. 

For example, vicious amtiides towards 
Black and Asian people have deep 
roots in white working-class areas- 
particularly among Tespectable* elders 
** which eroded as younger generations 
growing up together suffered similar 
insciTutional contempt. Nevertheless, 
housing, policing and immigration 
policies consistently revitalise them; so 
alien ideologists may parachute in to 
vampirise youth aggravation, but 
community and official collusion 
(conscious or not) seals the deal. Of 
course, such commonplace tacit support 
for hatred failed to register in Shaun's 
awareness, and thus elude This Is 
England, 

Meadows doubtless understands this 
problem, but went along with the 
media marketing spin which Richard 
Griffin rightly sees as a misconceived 
attempt “to reclaim the skinhead 
movement” - whereas greater depth 
and breadth hover right at rhe film’s 
heart. Backstories were developed for 
the charaaers during lengthy rehearsals, 
and Combo being mixed-race fortui¬ 
tously arose from the fact that Stephen 
Graham is too. 

Unfortunately, rhe golden opportunity 
to unravel the implications of intrinsic 
impurity and hyhridity throughout this 
mongrel nation's history was forfeited 
by isolating pathology in dysfunctional 
families - a persuasive, if predictable, 
macho mythos both in the micro¬ 
dynamics of violence and as metaphor 
for the disarray of Englishness. The 
result is surely superb cinema, but 
higher ambition could have achieved 
so much more. 
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Listings 

13!li June Second International Day of 
Solidarity with John Bowden, details 
at myspace.com/friendsofjohn bowden 
{see also page 2 of this issue)* 

13th to 15th July Tolpuddle Martyrs 
Festival, with Tony Benn, Billy Bragg, 
Chumbawamha, Mark Thomas, the 
Badgdaddies .^nd many more, at 
Tolpuddle, Dorset, free (charge for 
parking and camping) call 0117 947 
0521, email southwest@tuc*org*uk or 
see Euc.org*uk/tolpuddle 
18 th to 22nd July Earth First Summer 
Gathering, five days of low-impact 
eco-living, playing, planning and 
plotting in East Anglia to avert the 
destruedon of our precious planet, 
email efgarhermg@aktivix.org or see 
ea rthfi rstga rhefing. org.u k 
20th July The inaugural Black Cat 
Press lecture, Terr^ Liddle on Slavery 
Ancient and Modem, 7pm in the SPES 
Library, Conway Hall, Red Lion 
Square, London WCl {Holhorn tube), 
see eventsandissues.bravehost*com 
20th to 29th July A-Camp 2007, an 
anarchist summer camp in Austria, for 
details see a-camp.iiifo 
21st July Offline's Lambeth Country 
Fair after party; with DJs playing ska, 
punk, new wave, Motown and more, 
plus display of the winning Alternative 
Vegetable Sculptures entries, all from 
Spm to 2am at Prince Albert, 418 
Coldharbour Lane, Brixton, London 
SW9 8LF, see urhan75.org/offline 
10th to 13th August AR2007 
International Animal Rights Gathering 
2007 will be held at Appelscha in the 
northern Netherlands, near to a forest 
with camping, on the day before (9th), 
there will be an Animal Rights march 
through Amsterdam, focusing on fur 
and vivisection targets, see ar2007.info 
I tih August Worthing Anarchists 
Summer Gathering from I lam to 5pm, 
CampTitnore, Durrington, followed 


by social. 

I4th to 2lsr August Camp for Climate 
Action - after rhe success of last year's 
at the Drax Power Station, this summer 
the camp w'iil rake place at a location 
near Heathrow Airport to liighlighr 
airport expansion and the role of the 
aviation industry in carbon emissions 
and climate change, for more info see 
climatecamp.org.iik 
19th to 24th .August No Borders Camp 
in the Gatwick area, a space to share 
i n fo r mat ion, s k i 11 s, know 1 edge a nd 
experiences, and to plan actions 
together against border controls, for 
more email g-anbc2007@rjseup.net or 
V is i t h itpMr) ohorde rs *org* u k 
27tii to 30th August Smash EDO 
Summer Acrion Camp, direct action 
against the war machine, with 
workshops on effective campaigning, 
actions against EDO MBM and lots of 
fun together, call 07875708873 or see 
smashedo, org.uk 

llih Sepiember Disarm Desi, a day of 
actions against the Defence Systems 
and Equipment International (DSEi), 
the arms sales expo held every other 
year at East London's ExCel Centre, 
sec dsei.org for more. 

19th to 24th September Gatwick area 
No Borders Camp, a space to share 
information, skills, knowledge and 
experiences, and to plan actions 
together against the system of border 
controls, see http;//noborders.org.uk 
27th October Anarchist Bookfair 2007 
at Queen Mary 8c Westfield College, 
Mile End Road, London El, from 
lOam to 7pm, with books, speakers, 
workshops, meetings, films, creche, 
exhibitions, food, and so much more, 
see anarchistbookfair.org 
3rd November ‘Bash the Rich!' march 
on David Cameron's house in Netting 
Hill, London, see londotielasswar.org 
for details* 
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